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                                    Auction Action!  
     Next meeting:      

6:30 PM, April 18th 2017   
Oak Hall School Library  
8009 SW 14th Ave. 
Gainesville, FL 32605  
  

 
Gator Modeler Officers:  
President: Jack Mugan          
Vice President: Tracy Palmer 
Secretary: Frank Ahern   The annual club auction brought out a great  
Treasurer: Bill Winter  group of modelers, both club members and  
Historian: Bruce Doyle    guests, looking for bargain kits and a great  
Photographer: Paul Bennett  lunch. Mission Accomplished! 
              

The Prez says… 
 Looks like spring has sprung here already and before you 
know it we will have to share our model time with yard work 
time.  
   Well, the Annual Auction has come and gone. Once again 
we had a successful event at the “Condo” and owe our thanks 
to Bill and Nancy for providing a wonderful setting and a 
pleasant Saturday of fun and food. We had about twenty 
participants who brought lots of kits and other hobby items, 
as well as tasty side dishes to share. We also had visitors from 

Ocala and Jacksonville to help us with this club fundraiser. Lots of kits found 
a new home and we had a ball.  
I want to thank all our members as well as Hobbytown and Roll Models for 
their generous donations, which went a long way in making this another great 
event. I had a great surprise in the mail this month from IPMS. I received my 
fifty-year pin, something I did not know they were still doing. On one hand I 



am very pleased, but on the other hand, I hadn’t realized how much 
time had passed. I have enclosed a photo of the British IPMS 
journals we received in the early years as well as one of the USA 
journals. I have belonged to chapters in Minnesota, Ohio and 
Florida. 
 
   Just a reminder that you don’t have a lot of time left to finish your semi-annual contest 
entry that will be due at the May meeting.  
 
Gator Modelers March Meeting Hi-lights 
 
Vice President Tracy Palmer opened the meeting in the absence of President Jack Mugan. He welcomed 13 
members present, and visitor Donald Albury. There was a discussion of the club’s display of Blue Angels 
models and whether anyone was attending the model show as part of the Blue Angels Fest in Pensacola in 
May. It was also announced that the club has started a new project of building models of the Thunderbirds 
flight team aircraft. A signup sheet was circulated for members to choose a subject for the build project. 
Members were reminded that the annual club auction takes place on April 8 at Bill Winter’s condo. The 
auction is the primary fund raising tool for the club each year. Those coming are asked to bring models for 
the auction and a side dish for the potluck lunch. Palmer also reminded the club that the semi-annual club 
themed-build competition would take place at the May 16th meeting. The theme of this contest is “Middle 
East”. Under new business there was comment on the need to have a better system for registering models 
brought to the meeting for Show and Tell so that they are correctly identified in the newsletter and on the 
website. Several options were brought up and further discussion will take place at the next officer’s 
luncheon. Palmer thanked club historian Bruce Doyle for bringing reference books to the meeting for free 
distribution to members. Doyle also offered anyone interested to come to his house and go through his 
library of books that he is making available. After show and tell presentations by members, the monthly 
club raffle was held. The winner of the raffle for bringing a model was Aaron Alt, who selected the 
Hasegawa Hurricane kit - the attendance raffle was won by A.J. Kwan who chose the M3 Lee tank. Finally, 
Paul Bennett did a presentation on the joys and perils of vacu-forming plastic parts. 
 
Raffle Rules:  You must be a Gator Modeler “Member–in-good-standing” in order to participate. 

If you attend the meeting you receive one raffle ticket and if you bring in a new completed model for show and tell 
you will receive one raffle ticket. The completed model should have been completed within the past year. The 
maximum number of tickets you can receive per meeting is limited to 2 
 

Gator Modeler annual Club Auction: 
A little bit of modeling heaven was experienced on April 8th with the help of Bill Winter and 
his wife Nancy who graciously provided their condo and the main course of an outstanding 
lunch. The rest of the excitement was the result of a huge pile of kits that were placed on the 
auction block. Proceeds of the auction benefit the club and its members by helping us keep 
dues low. Thanks again to Bill & Nancy and all those who brought kits for the auction. We’re 
already looking forward to next year! 

 Something for everyone   Great food!  Once…Twice…Sold! 



Gator Modeler March meeting models: 

 
Ethan Alt’s Star Trek Enterprise        Clarence Snyder’s  ’32 Ford Hot Rod 

 

 Aaron Alt’s Me-262    
        AJ Kwan’s Mutt w/mutt

 
 
 
     
  
 
 
 
 
 
  
 

 Paul Bennett’s T-38 Thunderbird (in process)                     Clarence Snyder’s Police Cruiser 

Aaron Alt’s B-29  “Bock’s Car” (in process)     Bruce Doyle’s P-80 Shooting Star 
 



March meeting models, cont’d: 

  
Don Albury’s  “Alachua House”    Frank Ahern’s G3M3 “Nell” 

 
 
Aaron Alt’s P-51D Mustang    Bruce Doyle’s F-94B Starfire 
 
   

 
Paul Bennett’s German Saucer “Haunebu II”       Bruce Doyle’s Ho-3 “Dragonfly” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Clarence Snyder’s Sprint Car 



 
Taking a ride in the Way-Back Machine 
By Jack Mugan 
 

  Over the years I managed to collect quite a lot of volume one and 
issue one magazines that us older modelers used for reference and 
general hobby news back in the day. This was a long before 
Squadron and direct mail and when hobby shops were abundant. 
Some of these magazines survived over the years like Airpower 
and Wings, but sadly many only lasted a few issues, and then 
disappeared from the magazine racks and hobby shops. 
   I thought I’d start out with the first issue of Scale Modeler from 
December of 1965, published by the folks at Challenge, who also 
produced Air Classics. They attempted to reach the serious 
hobbyist market, by providing information and history, for a wide 
variety of modeling subjects. I remember being very impressed 

with the cover art and grabbed it as soon as I saw it. As you can see, it 
was the Special Collectors Edition, with a cover price of just one buck, 
and I somehow managed to hang on to it over the years. Scale Modeler 
would eventually be replaced by today’s Fine Scale Modeler, but at this 
point in time, this was the best thing out there.    Within this first issue 
there were no less than eight plans for subjects ranging from a Lockheed 
Vega to a Boeing PBB-1. Feature articles on aircraft, cars, ships, flying 
models, table-top photography, slot racing, a profile article on a 

modeler, armor, famous fighters from WWI, 
consumer product information, figures and yes, 
lots of small ads. All this covered in seventy 
pages with lots of back and white and color 
photos. All in all, it was a pretty good bang for 
your buck. 
   By today’s standards, this magazine left a lot to 

be desired, but for the modeler, it was manna from heaven. There was a lack of ads from the 
manufacturers like Monogram, Revell, and Airfix, and of course most of the imports had yet to 
appear. This would change later as the publication became more popular and brands like Tamiya 
and Hasegawa finally reached the American market. This premiere issue was supported about 
thirty percent with articles and ads for flying models. 
   Eventually this publication ran out of fresh material and started to re-cycle their previous 
articles, which consequently opened the door for Kalmbach publishers to put forth their new 
magazine Fine Scale Modeler, which was directed to the entry-level modeler. 
    
 An Invitation to Gator Modelers  
Members and guests of Ocala Plastic Modelers; 
  
It is with great pleasure I announce the return engagement of Frank Winspur, CEO of 
Moebius Models, as our guest at our June 22nd meeting.  Last year, although Frank was 
under the weather, we all had a very educating and entertaining evening.  We're all 
looking forward to visiting with him once more. Once again we'll be extending our 
welcome to members of the FAST club and the Gatormodelers, as well as any other 



interested modelers.  The more people in attendance, the more interesting the 
meeting. Feel free to bring a model for display, possibly show n tell if time permits. As is 
his practice, Frank will be bringing models for raffle and for sale at a "special" price to 
attendees.  I am asking anyone who wants anything in particular, to let us know by June 
1st, so we can compile a comprehensive list for Frank - Contact Jim Gourges 904-735-
4946. 
Moebius Models is the link to a list of all their fine model kits, as well as many other 
interesting, model related subjects.  
We look forward to seeing you all there, for another great evening of plastic modeling 
and fellowship.    
 Joe Caputo, Ocala IPMS Club 

 

Thunderbirds club build update: 
 
Dates  aircraft           scale  kit  builder 
1953-54 F-84G Thunderjet  1/48  Tamiya  Frank A. 
  T-33A Shooting Star  1/48  Academy Jack M. 
 
1955-56 F-84F Thunderstreak  1/48  Monogram???? 
  C-119 Flying Boxcar (support) 1/72  Italieri  Frank A. 
 
1956-63 F-100 Super Sabre  1/48  Monogram Ed I. 
  C-54 Skymaster (support) 1/72  Revell  Paul B. 
 
1964-68 F-105 Thunderchief  1/48????  ???? 
  F-100D Super Sabre  1/48  Monogram Jack M. 
 
1969-73 F-4E Phantom   1/48  Fuji  Mike M. 
 
1974-81 T-38 Talon   1/48  Trumpeter Paul B. 
 
1982- ?  F-16 Fighting Falcon  1/48  ?     ? ? ??? 
  C-123B Provider (support) 1/72  Roden  Paul B. 
 
The club has received Warbird Decals Thunderbird decal sets for the F-84F & F-105 and will 
provide them to whoever agrees to build the kits. 
 
 
 
From Paul’s Toolbox:  
 
Paul’s Parts Resources:  
As you are all aware, the Radio Shack stores here in Gainesville are either closed, or soon 
will be.  This will present a problem to folks who have been working with electronics.  
With that in mind, I am sharing with you my electronics resources.  I do think you will 
find the prices a pleasant surprise and in many cases the sites also have datasheets 
available.  They also have a very large selection of parts to choose from.  



Paul’s Toolbox, cont’d 
 
General Electronics Supplies: 
Digikey Electronics 
1-800-344-4539 
www.digikey.com 
 
Mouser Electronics 
1-800-346-6873 
www.mouser.com 
 
Specialist Hobby Parts: 
Ngineering 
1-360-687-6224 
www.ngineering.com 
 
Miniatronics 
1-800-942-9439 
www.miniatronics.com 
 
Interesting Electronic Stuff: 
Allelectronics 
800-826-5432 
www.allelectronics.com 
 
Fair Radio Sales 
1-419-223-2196 
www.fairradio.com 
 
Skycraft  (located in Orlando) 
1-407-628-5634 
www.skycraftsurplus.com 
 
Plastic and Metal:  (As a note, while both Hobbytown and Hobby lobby carry Plastruct, 
Evergreen and K&S Materials, they do not carry anywhere near the full line.) 
Evergreen Plastics 
1-877-376-9099 
www.evergreenscalemodels.com 
 
Plastruct 
1-626-912-7016 
www.plastruct.com 
 
K&S Materials 
1-773-586-8503 
www.ksmetals.com 
(Let me add a brief note on LED’s.  As some may have found, many LED’s are far too bright.  However, 
when you go to one of the main supplier sites, such as I have listed above, you can find LED’s over a wide 
range of intensities, usually listed in millicandles, or mcd.  One of these days I need to go through and test 
various LED’s to see which work best as far as brightness goes.) 



 
 

Fiddly Bits (back from Siberian exile) 
By Stretch Sprueman, IPMS# 1350-1700 
 
Can you match the civilian accomplishments with the following American fighter aces? 
 

 
1. Johnny Alison      A. Walked the length of the Great Wall of China. 

2. Randy “Duke” Cunningham    B. Elected to Congress from Cal.  
 Vietnam Navy Ace          but convicted of bribery & corruption. 

  
3. Joe Foss      C. Drove a race car in the Indy 500. 
      Marine “Ace of aces”   
       D. Gov. of S. Dakota, president of NRA,    
4. “Gabby” Gabreski       first commissioner of the AFL.                                      
 Ace in WW2 & Korea   
       E. Top judge at the Charles Manson trial.    

 5. Ira Kepford    
 Top Corsair ace - #29     F. President of the Long Island Railroad. 
 

        G. Hometown airport and alma mater’s  
  6. Wayne “Bert” Morris       Air Force ROTC bldg. named for him. 
  Navy ace     

 
7.  Chuck Older   H. TV pitchman for AC Delco   
 Flying Tiger ace  
     I. President of Rexall Drugs    
       
8. Eddie Rickenbacker  J.   In the movie “Paths of Glory”, played 
 WW1 ace of aces      a soldier randomly selected for execution 
                                 to counter a WW1 French army mutiny. 
 
9. Robert Scott     
 Author “God is my Co-Pilot” 

 
10. Chuck Yeager 
 WW2 ace, post-war test pilot 
 
 

 Answers 
 
A-9; B-2; C-8; D-3; E-7; F-4; G-1*; H-10; I-5; J-6 
 
* Gainesville Regional Airport and the University of Florida AF ROTC.
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Wings, wheels and keels: a show report 
By Tracy Palmer 
 
On March 25, I attended the wings wheels and keels show in Venice Florida.  The show was put on by the local club and 
was first class all the way.  While it was a rather small show it did draw people from all over the region.  I met people I 
knew from as far away as Pensacola or as far away as Miami.  While there was no count of visitors, there were 55 
modelers who entered 237 models to be judged. The venue was very crowded all day long with people doing shopping and 
catching up with old friends.  The judging started and the models were judged while the crowd got a chance to observe 
from a distance.   In the category I entered which was military artillery I took a second place.  While the crowd was pretty 
good size the vendors were very good also.  There were 32 vendors table sold which was all the space that was available 
for the club.  They also had a raffle that had 33 prizes the grand prize being a 1/32 scale HK models B-17 F.  Osprey 
donated over $300 in new books for the show, which made the raffle a very interesting proposition.  I did pretty well in the 
raffle winning five of the 33 entries; unfortunately I did not win the B-17.  But it was a lot of fun and I have included some 
pictures of both the models and the area that it was held in.  The best of show surprisingly, was a military support vehicle.  
The vehicle was an M112 bomb detector.  As you can see from the pictures it was very well done.  Randy Whitaker and his 
crew did an outstanding job on the show this year and I hope to have the opportunity to go there again next year and would 
encourage all the gator modelers models for next year's show. 
 

                        
 

 
        
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 



22  

Bill Likes…  
 
By Bill Winter 
 
If you are an armor modeler, especially a MODERN armor modeler, there is MORE GOOD NEWS. Takom is releasing 
the British FV432 in plastic! The FV432 reminds me of the U.S. M113. Below is a preproduction shot of the box of this 
vehicle. Yes, I still love Shermans, Tigers, Panthers, Panzers, T-34s, etc., etc., but I like the “new stuff.” 
 
 
 

 
 
Abstracted from Wikipedia: “ The FV432 is the armored personnel carrier variant of the British Army's FV430 series of 
armored fighting vehicles. Since its introduction in the 1960s, it has been the most common variant, being used for 
transporting infantry on the battlefield. In the 1980s, almost 2,500 vehicles were in use, with around 1,500 now remaining 
in operation - mostly in supporting arms rather than front-line infantry service. Although the FV432 Series was to have 
been phased out of service in favor of newer vehicles, such as the Warrior and the CVR(T) series, 500 have been upgraded 
to extend their service into the next decade. Variants were still in use in the Afghan and Iraqi war. The updated version is 
called the Bulldog. 
 
The material below was abstracted from the “Army Guide” (http://www.army-guide.com/eng/product1031.html):  FV432 
variants include the following versions: [1] Ambulance, [2] Command, [3] 81 mm mortar carrier, [4] Maintenance carrier, 
[5] Minelayer, [5] Recovery, [6] Royal Artillery vehicles (artillery fire control), [7] Royal Engineers vehicles, [8] Royal 
Signals vehicles (specialized communication versions), [9] FV438 Wavell (originally fitted with a twin launcher for the 
Swingfire ATGW), [10] Opposition force vehicles, and [11] Upgraded FV432. 
 
Below is the “official box art.” 
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        It appears that the kit has a full interior. 
 
Why else might I be interested in the FV432? Like with several other models, several years ago I bought an Accurate 
Armour resin model of the FV432 ambulance (still unbuilt). So . . . . . just like the Centauro that I had bought in RESIN 
(which is now in plastic and I did build), if you want something in plastic, I’ll buy it in resin and THEN somebody else will 
bring out the plastic kit. . . . .Oh well, we are in a “wonderful” place where in addition to many obscure resin kits, those 
AFVs are now being made in plastic, which for most modelers, is easier to work with than resin. 
 
‘nough for now! 
 

- Bill 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
WILD PAINT 
By Jack Mugan 
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UPCOMING EVENTS 
 

This list contains modeling events with the IPMS Region-11 Events listings in bold. 
 
Apr.20   AMPS Int’l         Atlanta, GA  
May 6 Blue Angel Fest Pensacola, FL 
May 20-21 Pelicon ‘17 2017 Region-11 Contest Largo, FL 

Jul. 26-29 IPMS USA 2017 National Contest La Vista, NE (Omaha) 

 
 
If you have a modeling tip you would like to share with your fellow modelers, please send 
us a copy so we can put it in the newsletter. 

 
Frank Ahern, – Secretary – Newsletter Editor ahernf@gmail.com 

Home:  (352) 375-3723; Cell:  (352) 226-6785 

 
 
 

We need articles for the Newsletter and the Web Site! 
If you just opened up that new kit and want to give a box or build review, write it up and 
we’ll put it in the newsletter and put it on the Web Site. Just read a good book, tell us 
about it! Got a great tip, share it with your fellow club members. This is your Newsletter 
and your Web Site and they’re only going to be as good as YOU make them so contribute 
something to the cause. Don’t be afraid to ask for assistance if you have something you 
want to share, we’ll be happy to assist you in making it happen! 

Don’t forget to support your local hobby shop; they support us in many ways. 
 

Gainesville HobbyTown 
Miguel Miranda: Proprietor 

7420 W. Newberry Road (next to Sports Authority) 
Gainesville, FL 32606 www.gainesvillefl.hobbytown.com Mon.-Fri.: 10 AM to 7PM 

Sat.: 10AM to 5PM 
Sun: 12PM to 4PM 

Rob’s Hobby World 
Rob Stevely: Proprietor 8585 SW Hwy 200 unit 14 

Ocala, FL 34474 www.robshobbyworld@MSN.com Mon.-Fri.: 10 AM to 
5:30PM 

Sat.: 9AM to 4PM 
Sun: Close 
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Please check out WWW.IPMSUSA.ORG for the latest information 
from IPMS National Headquarters and for information about joining IPMS. 

 
Please use one of the links below or go to the IPMS Membership page 
for more information about joining IPMS USA. 

 
http://www.ipmsusa3.org/uploads/ipms_application_form_2016.pdf 

 
http://www.shopipmsusa.org/product-p/adult-membership.htm 

 
http://www.shopipmsusa.org/product-p/family-membership.htm 
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