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Inside read the story written by Frank Ahern about Robin Olds who was 
an Ace in WWII  and Vietnam.  Olds’ P-38 was the subject of Frank’s 
model build!

Robin Olds was a "triple ace", 
with a combined total of 17 

victories in World War II and the 
Vietnam War. He retired in 1973 

as a brigadier general after 30 
years of service. 
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Prez Sez…… By Dan Contento

Well we finally had a real live meeting and let us hope that there 
are no setbacks to make us go back to exclusively zoom again. I 
believe that most attending members thought the room we used 
was as good and maybe better then the normal Library meeting 
spot. Perhaps the school may let us use the student center for all 
future meetings, we’ll talk about it and let the school decide.

Our point system for Modeler of the Year will begin again in December and go until 
November as in the past. Also, our themed model voting will also begin in December –
the theme being Pearl Harbor for it’s 80 year anniversary. A listing of future themes will 
be brought up at the next meeting, so think about what you may like.

We will probably meet at the student center again. Hopefully Mike will kindly put up 
signs again to get us where we need to be. Thanks for doing that last month Mike; it was  
very helpful.

I have not heard what our zoom participants thought of our last meeting. Good I hope. 
Remember to contact Frank for a link if you can’t attend in person, if you would like to be 
a zoom participant.

Dan
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July Meeting – IPMS Gators –
We will meet July 20 at 6:30 PM at Oak Hall
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Minutes of the Club Meeting from Tuesday, June 15, 2021

Frank Ahern - Club secretary

President Dan Contento called the meeting to order at 6:45pm in the Oak Hall School 
Student Center. A total of 15 members were present. 13 in person and 2 participated 
via Zoom.

Dan noted that this was the first live meeting of the club since February 2020 due to 
the pandemic. He opened the meeting with a discussion of future meetings and which members would 
be willing to make presentations related to modeling skills. Jack Mugan was asked to demonstrate 
airbrushing with AlClad metal finish paints and Mike Martinez offered to demonstrate decal making. 
Mark Box said he could put together a session on modifying car suspensions and steering. Bill Winter 
suggested a presentation on Ferrari race cars. Contento asked that any members who are willing to put 
together demonstrations for future meetings contact him.

This was followed by a question about monthly themes for the Show and Tell portion of the meeting. 
Contento said he believed the monthly themes should be continued once a new list of possible themes 
is developed. He also said he wants to start the new theme initiative in the December meeting. Bruce 
Doyle suggested that the first theme be the 80th anniversary of the attack on  Pearl Harbor. There was 
consensus of approval for that theme. Others with ideas for monthly themes are asked to send them to 
the President or Secretary Frank Ahern. Until then members are encouraged to bring their favorite 
models built during the pandemic for their Show and Tell topic. 

Contento also said that he wants to re-start the competition for Modeler of the Year with the December 
meeting. All current officers of the club have agreed to stay until new officers can be elected in the 
November meeting.

Members then gathered at the model display table to view and discuss Show and Tell models brought to 
the meeting. A total of 9 members brought models for display.

Afterwards a Door Prize raffle was held and Don Martin had the winning ticket. He selected a Sci-Fi 
model of a Captured Alien Attack ship.

The meeting concluded at 8:20pm.

GATOR MODELERS
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Robin Olds
By Frank Ahern

When someone titles their biography “Fighter Pilot” it’s a good 
indication that they feel this is what they were born to do. In the
case of Robin Olds there’s no question that is true.

His father Robert (pictured above) was one of the pioneers of aviation in the US Army, a disciple of 
Billy Mitchell and commander of the first operational B-17 squadron. He was struck down by a heart 
attack at the height of his career. Young Robin grew up surrounded by pilots and officers. 

His rebellious and aggressive nature first found an outlet on the football field where he became an 
All-American lineman at West Point. He is the only man who is enshrined in both the College 
Football and Aviation Halls of Fame.

Airplanes of 
the Aces -
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He naturally gravitated to the Army Air Corps and was sent to 
England in 1944 as a member of the 479th Fighter Group flying the 
P-38 Lightning. He became the unit’s first ace flying his P-38J 
named Scat, the nickname of his college roommate who washed 
out of flight school and was later killed in ground combat.

When his unit transitioned into the P-51 Mustang, Olds picked up right where he left off and racked 
up seven more kills, making him the only pilot in the ETO who achieved ace status in two different 
airplane types.

After the war his career was a roller-coaster of ups and downs caused by his unwillingness to play 
the “career officer” game. This resulted in him missing the Korean war as a combat pilot. In Vietnam, 
however, he got another chance and took command of the 8th Tactical Fighter Wing.

He was dismayed by the passive nature of the air war at that time and devised a scheme to lure the 
North Vietnamese Air Force into a trap called Operation Bolo (photo above, right). It worked 
perfectly and resulted in the destruction of seven NVAF Mig-21s, half of their total number of 
fighters.

Robin Olds



6

GATOR MODELERS

Wearing his signature handlebar moustache in defiance of 
regulations, Olds became recognized as the greatest wing 
commander in Air Force history. He later served as command-
ant of the Air Force Academy. He died in 2007.

My attempt to build Olds’ P-38 was also full of ups and downs. The first two tries crashed due to my 
inability to make a decent looking model out of poor-quality kits. I finally found a good kit in the 
Italeri re-box of Academy’s 1/72 scale P-38J. Most of the parts fit well and  looked good with th

typical exception of the landing gear covers (above, right). I did the best I could with it and took 
consolation from the fact that few will ever see the underside of one of my flying models.

I was happy with the topside look of the model and took pride in being able to portray the aerial 
lines going from the cockpit canopy to the twin stabilizers, which took some planning and effort. 

Robin Olds
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I also enjoyed learning a lot about the developmental history 
of the P-38, the first product of aircraft design genius” Kelly” 
Johnson. I can recommend the book Lightning by Warren Bodie
as a thorough examination of the politics and technical 
obstacles that this ground-breaking aircraft had to overcome. 

This display is also enhanced by the addition of a Robin Olds’ signature on one of Bruce Doyle’s Aces 
on Aces cards. Thanks Bruce for that generous donation. 

Robin Olds
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Bruce Doyle’s X-planes

Show and Tell
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Jack Mugan’s Helldiver (I think.. Editor)

Show and Tell
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Frank’s Ferrari 250GT

Chuck’s A-4 Skyhawk
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Mike Martinez’s dirigible on a rescue mission!
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Mark Box’s ESSO Ford Bronco repair truck!

Don Martin’s hypothetical 
Pike’s Peak racer. Pretty!!!

Show and Tell
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13Bill’s Syrian T-72 (base kit was Tamiya’s T-72M1

Doug Spinney’s Trumpeter AS-90 (very nice work, Doug!)

Show and Tell
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Hollywood Heroes

(insert Rod Steiger mug)

By Frank Ahern

This continuing feature is designed to showcase 
the often-unpublicized military service of many of 
the entertainment icons of the previous 
generation who served their country without 
complaint or protest.  

Rod Steiger
Raised by an alcoholic mother, Steiger ran away at age 16 
to join the Navy in 1942. He joined the newly 
commissioned USS Taussig (DD-746) on May 20, 1944.

While serving as a torpedoman he saw action in the South Pacific, including the Battle of Iwo Jima. 
Steiger later commented: "I loved the Navy. I was stupid enough to think I was being heroic." His 
experiences during the war haunted him for the rest of his life, particularly the loss of Americans 
during the Battle of Iwo Jima, as well as the sinking of vessels. ….. >>

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/USS_Taussig_(DD-746)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Torpedoman%27s_mate
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pacific_Ocean_theater_of_World_War_II
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Battle_of_Iwo_Jima
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by the Taussig which were known to have women and children 
aboard. On December 17, 1944, off the coast of Luzon in the Philippines, 
Steiger and the Taussig encountered a severe typhoon, which became 
known as Halsey's Typhoon, with winds reaching one hundred knots and 
80 foot waves. As a result, three U.S. destroyers were lost, but 
the Taussig survived, with Steiger tying a rope to himself on deck and 
flattening himself as waves engulfed the ship. Steiger advanced from 
seaman first class to torpedoman third class during his time on the ship.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Luzon
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Typhoon_Cobra_(1944)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Typhoon_Cobra
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Rod Steiger

After the war, Steiger used his G.I. Bill benefits to 
enroll in acting school in New York City, joining 
other future stars such as Marlon Brando, Karl 
Malden and Eli Wallach. Hundreds of bit parts in 
early TV shows finally led to his breakthrough in 
movies and the role in the 1954 Oscar-winning film 
On the Waterfront with Brando. He was considered 
one of the outstanding character actors of the 
1950’s and 60’s.

He won a Best Actor Oscar for his role as a Mississippi sheriff in the racial drama In the Heat of 
the Night. He was nominated for an Oscar for The Pawnbroker, which he considered his best 
film.  He died in 2002.



17

GATOR MODELERS

NEWS from Bruce Doyle -- >

I have probably come up short in my description of building a Mach 2 model kit. That's 
perhaps because when one finishes one of their kits (6 so far) one is rendered speechless. At a 
loss for adjectives and adverbs of both the four letter variety and the clean. I found on the 
internet a review from the modelingmadness site of a Mach 2 X-2 build (?) by Joel Hamm 
which clearly expresses what I think of their kits (and their X-2 in particular which I - gulp -
built.)

Pay close attention when Joel describes the plastic - a concoction I've said that seems to be an 
admixture of chalk and caulk. I like his better. And dealing with the clear (?) parts -spot on with 
a handy suggestion for clearing them up which I wish I had known about. Handy advice for the 
future.

Yes sadly I am tempted to go at it again with a Mach 2 kit. I even ordered a Mach 2 French Sud-
Ouest S.O. 9050 Trident model because I saw that in my F.A.I Records book, one had set a 
climb to altitude record. Mercifully the bunch I ordered it from cancelled my order and 
refunded my money. They probably did me a favor. But like all substance abuse patients I may 
be tempted to order the kit from another supplier. Heaven help me! After you read this review 
you may want to do an intervention for one Stretch Sprueman. Stay tuned...

Bruce

https://modelingmadness.com/review/korean/us/hammx2.htm
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NEWS from Don Martin -- >

There seems to be a lot of interest in cars with the Gator Modelers these days.  I 
had an interesting experience last Friday - a "track day" at the road-racing circuit
at the Florida International Rally and Motorsport Park ("The FIRM") at the Key-

stone Heights airport.  I prepared an article for the Antique Auto club newsletter
and thought I'd forward it to the two of you (Bill and Frank).  You can decide if 
it's something you want to put in the Gator Modelers newsletter.  

An interesting sidelight - thanks to its Roush supercharger, my Mustang has 
more horsepower at the rear wheels than those Ford GT40s that won at 
LeMans!  I doubt if the Mustang motor would last for 24 hours, though!

Anyway, hope you can use it. EDITOR: Thanks Don --- >>

A DAY AT “THE FIRM”

Groucho, Chico and Harpo Marx may have enjoyed “A Day at the Races” in 1937, but I was 

fortunate enough to enjoy a day at “The FIRM’, or the Florida International Rally and Motorsport 

Park located on the grounds of the Keystone Heights airport, on June 11. The facility contains a 

Rally course complete with asphalt and dirt roads, sand and marshy areas, an International 

Security Academy (ISA) for military and high-performance /survival / evasive driver training, a 

Configurable Urban Village (CUV) for military training and a 1.6 mile road racing course, which 

was my destination.

Our daughter and her husband had purchased a “Track Day” for me as a Christmas present, and I 

called in my reservation this past week. I tidied up the Mustang, tightened the lug nuts, checked the 

fluids, belts and tire pressure, and off I went.

I was immediately impressed with how well-organized things were. Upon arrival I was greeted at 

the gate and handed my Track Day package. I signed off on all the Waivers and Assumptions of 

Risk (basically we are not liable if you do something stupid) and checked the fit of my “head sock” 

and rented helmet. With the helmet on I felt like a real racer! I completed the Technical Inspection 

form and headed out to the Inspection area where we were certified to be track-ready. As this was 

my first time at the Track, I was placed in the Novice category and assigned an Instructor. He 

hopped into the passenger seat and we were good to go.

We drove to the end of the pits, waited for the green flag (track is clear for entry) and off we went. 

The track surface itself is nice and smooth and the track is described as follows: “1.6 mile track 

with 10 turns and a 1725 foot Straight – Banked Corner, S-turns and a Hairpin, Curbing at all 

Turns, Elevation Changes and a High-Speed Sweeper.” What they don’t tell you is that the Hairpin 

is at the end of the second-longest Straight and that the proper line through the turn takes you 

within four feet of a very intimidating and unforgiving wall – Whew!
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NEWS from Don Martin -- >

After a few familiarization laps, we picked up some speed. My instructor started giving me tips on how 

to properly negotiate the turns – “300 set up, 200 brakes, brakes, 100 turn, slide, slide, GAS, GAS, 

GAS!!” There was a lot to think about. I tried to remember and apply the Formula 1 mantra – Slow is 

smooth, and smooth is fast.

We returned to the pits and next up was the Driver’s Meeting – pretty serious stuff. “At the speeds 

you’ll be going you can kill yourself and somebody else – don’t do anything stupid. Pass only on the 

Straights. We have five fire stations and we can reach anyplace on the track within 20 seconds. We tell 

you to wear 100% cotton clothes because they just burn. Some synthetics will melt and fuse to your 

skin, etc.” Obviously this is not a video game.

After the more experienced drivers had their turn, the Novice group went out for some “Controlled 

Laps”, which basically meant not to exceed 100 miles per hour (or thereabouts!) on the Straights. I 

was able to run ahead of most of the pack, with two exceptions – a new C8 Corvette and a Porsche 

Cayman GT4. I could run with them on the Straights, but their better weight distribution left me behind 

in the turns (their drivers may also have had something to do with how well they negotiated the turns). 

That C8 was fast! The driver insisted that the car was showroom stock, but that thing popped and 

crackled like a ROLEX 24 car on the downshifts going into a turn.

Along with some others, I opted out of the afternoon Open Track sessions. It was already in the 90s 

and the track temperature was 110 and climbing. I didn’t want to abuse the car, and I didn’t think I 

wanted to go much faster. A 75-year old brain and reflexes on a road course with a bunch of young 

guys with fast cars is not a recipe for a happy ending.

I had a great time, and learned two valuable lessons. One, while it’s a real blast, road racing is not as 

easy as it looks on TV. Two, with 670 horsepower, 15” Brembo brakes, an Eibach suspension and 

sticky Nitto NTS 55 G2 tires, the Mustang is a very capable car – good to know if I ever have to take 

evasive action in an emergency situation. 
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A New Feature of the IPMS Gators’ Hobby Club -- >

In tribute to Bruce Doyle and all of the difficult kits that he has built, I begin an episodic series 

(monthly?) of short reviews of “THE WORLD’S WORST AIRCRAFT THAT YOU CAN 

MODEL!” The inspiration for this series comes from the book entitled THE WORLD’S WORST 

AIRCRAFT from Pioneering Failures to Multimillion Dollar Disasters written by Jim Winchester

The first entry is the SNECMA Coleoptere. From Wikipedia 

(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/SNECMA_Col%C3%A9opt%C3%A8re): 

The SNECMA C.450 Coléoptère (meaning "beetle" in French, descended from Greek for "sheathed 

wing") was a vertical take-off and landing (VTOL) aircraft that was designed by the French company 

SNECMA and manufactured by Nord Aviation. While work on the aircraft proceeded to the test flying 

phase, the project never progressed beyond experimental purposes.

The Coléoptère was one of multiple efforts to produce a viable VTOL aircraft being conducted around 

the world throughout the 1950s. SNECMA had previously experimented with several wingless test 

rigs, known as the Atar Volant, which influenced the design. In terms of its general configuration, the 

Coléoptère was a single-person aircraft with an unusual annular wing; the aircraft was designed to 

take-off and land vertically, therefore requiring no runway and very little space. Performing its maiden 

flight during December 1958, the sole prototype was destroyed on its ninth flight on 25 July 1959. 

While there were intentions at one stage for a second prototype to be produced, financing was never 

sourced. 



Frank Ahern, – Secretary –ahernf@gmail.com

Home: (352) 375-3723; Cell: (352) 226-6785

If you have a modeling tip you would like to share with your fellow modelers, please send us a 

copy so we can put it in the newsletter. We need articles for the Newsletter and the Web Site!

If you just opened up that new kit and want to give a box or build review, write it up and

we’ll put it in the newsletter and put it on the Web Site. Just read a good book, tell us

about it! Got a great tip, share it with your fellow club members. This is your Newsletter

and your Web Site and they’re only going to be as good as YOU make them so contribute something to 

the cause. Don’t be afraid to ask for assistance if you have something you want to share, we’ll be happy 

to assist you in making it happen!

Don’t forget to support your local hobby shop.

Rob’s Hobby World

Rob Stevely: Proprietor 8585 SW Hwy 200 unit 14

Ocala, FL 34474 www.robshobbyworld@MSN.com 

Mon.-Fri.: 10 AM to 5:30PM; Sat.: 9AM to 4PM; Sun: Close

Please check out WWW.IPMSUSA.ORG for the latest information from IPMS National Headquarters 

and for information about joining IPMS. 

Please use one of the links below or go to the IPMS Membership page for more information about 

joining IPMS USA.

http://www.ipmsusa3.org/uploads/ipms_application_form_2016.pdf

http://www.shopipmsusa.org/product-p/adult-membership.htm

http://www.shopipmsusa.org/product-p/family-membership.htm

Frank Ahern, – Secretary – Newsletter Editor ahernf@gmail.com

Home: (352) 375-3723; Cell: (352) 226-6785

UPCOMING EVENTS

GATOR MODELERS
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This list contains modeling events for the IPMS Region-11. For a complete list of IPMS 
events visit: https://calendar.ipmsusa3.org/ 

August 18-21 IPMS Nationals, Las Vegas NV; https://www.ipmslv.com/2021-ipms-nationals 

October 22-24 Orlando Modelpalooza, Kissimmee 
https://www.ipmsorlando.org/modelpalooza-home.html

http://www.ipmsusa3.org/uploads/ipms_application_form_2016.pdf
http://www.shopipmsusa.org/product-p/adult-membership.htm
http://www.shopipmsusa.org/product-p/family-membership.htm


For folks renewing on-line:  http://www.shopipmsusa.org/category-s/100.htm

IPMS Membership
It is of great 
importance, both 
at the local level 
(IPMS Gators) and 
at the national 
level. The Club 
officers strongly 
recommend joining 
IPMS as an 
individual which 
provides six yearly 
issues of the IPMS 
Journal (which is 
better than ever) 
and the 
opportunity to 
participate at the 
IPMS National 
Convention . 

A copy of the 
membership 
application is on 
the right or 
available at the 
IPMS / USA website 
address, 
www.ipmsusa.org.

Complete the form 
and return it to the 
address listed at 
the bottom of the 
form along with 
your method of 
payment.
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http://www.ipmsusa.org/
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IPMS GATORS’ MEMBERS: We will meet at Oak Hall on Tuesday June 15 at 6:30 PM in the 

STUDENT CENTER. The library is expected to NOT be available.  If this changes, Frank will send out an 
email. 

The top image is the satellite view of OAK HALL. The bottom view is a line drawing. Park in the Parking 
Lot and walk to the STUDENT CENTER.

BECAUSE CHECK YOUR EMAIL AS THE JULY MEETING APPROACHES IN CASE 
OUR PLANS CHANGE.
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Directions to OAK HALL (1700 SW 75th St, Gainesville, FL



GATOR MODELERS

25

A note about IPMS Gators’ yearly dues

Below is the schedule of dues for people that join mid-year.

Month you join Your membership fee Fee rounded to whole dollars
Nov $20 $20
Dec $18.37 $18
Jan $16.70 $17
Feb $15.00 $15
Mar $13.36 $13
Apr $11.69 $12
May $10.00 $10
Jun $8.35 $8
July $6.68 $7
Aug $5.00 $5
Sept $3.34 $3
Oct $1.67 $2

Pretty Paint …


